
      Greetings! I have
recently returned from
meetings in the Asia-Pacific
Region, and send special
greetings to members who
attended the Middle East
Subregional Meeting with
our friends in Cyprus. 
      Do you know that

Cyprus is considered a highly attractive investment
destination, based on statistics from BKR member
and our subregional host, Eurofast Ltd (Cyprus). 
       I was in New Delhi for the Asia-Pacific Regional
Meeting with our host firm, M/s T R Chadha & Co
LLP (Mumbai). The combination of  member net-
working, education, and social events truly provided
a glimpse of  “The Firm of  the Future,” which is BKR’s
meeting theme all year. 
       Issues of  concern and interest to Asia-Pac
members included many of  the same issues experi-
enced in the EMEA and Americas Regions, including
developing talent, technology, and global audit stan-
dards. Dr. Arvind Virmani from the Forum for
Strategic Initiative in New Delhi also provided mem-
bers with a global economic update that included dis-
cussions on emerging markets and trade policy
impacts. 

       I also had the pleasure of  seeing Salvio
Valenzuela, Jr. (Manila), the new Asia-Pacific
Regional Executive Director, who led a town hall dis-
cussion with EMEA Regional Executive Director Tim
Morris (London). 
       The diverse cultures, history, and people of  the
vast Asia-Pac Region are incredible. BKR is fortunate
to expand membership and alliance service offerings
in this region.
       A special congratulations to our Asia-Pac schol-
arship recipient, Mansi Malde from Mumbai, who
received the award during the meeting.
       I encourage you all to reach out to your fellow
BKR members in the Asia-Pacific Region and speak
with them about their capabilities to support your
clients. Whether it is in the areas of  foreign tax hold-
ings, estate planning, or business expansion, we
have professionals who live and work in cities that
influence the global economy. Let us communicate
more often!    
       If  you want to plan ahead, the 2020 Asia-Pacific
Regional Meeting will be in Taiwan. But first, I hope to
see you at the Americas Regional Meeting, May 18-
21, in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, and the
EMEA Regional Meeting, June 1-3, in Porto, Portugal.
Go to the BKR website, and register soon. 
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MEMBER FIRM PROFILE:
ALEXANDER ADVISORY
LIMITED (PEMBROKE)

Based in Bermuda, Alexander Advisory
Limited (AAL) provides bespoke advisory and
financial solutions. AAL became an independent
member of  BKR International in November 2018. 

The firm is strategically and operationally
aligned with well-established Bermuda-based law
firm Alexanders, Barristers & Attorneys
(Alexanders), its related corporate management
company, Alexander Management Ltd. (AML), and
Alexander Securities Limited (ASL), registered with
the Bermuda Stock Exchange (BSX) as a listing

sponsor. AML is licensed by the Bermuda Monetary
Authority as a corporate service provider.

Alexanders was formed by James
Watlington at the beginning of  2005 as a boutique
practice of  Bermuda corporate and commercial law.
AAL, AML, and ASL are under common ownership.

About Bermuda
Bermuda is a self-governing British overseas

territory. Less than a two-hour flight from New York,

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 3
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SATuRDAy, MAy 18
Governmental/Not-for-Profit Accounting and   

Auditing Practice Group Meeting
Latin American Firms’ Meeting

MONDAy, MAy 20
Morning of  Mindfulness 
Welcome to Vancouver
Report of  the Americas Chair

• Vote on Nominations to the Americas     
Board

• Vote on BKR Financial Statements and 
Budget

The Firm of  the Future: Worldwide CEO Update
Leading Your Firm into the Future: 

It Starts With You
Executive Overview of  the 2019 

Member Firm Statistical Analysis Survey
Breakout Sessions 

• Latest Trends in Partner Compensation  
and Retirement

• How to Implement Tech Solutions into 
Your Practice

• Mastering Strategies for Social Media and 
Marketing

• How to Leverage BKR Resources:
Optimizing R&D Credits for Your Clients;
Cybersecurity Risk Assessment Process

Canadian Firms’ Meeting
Orientation for New and Guest Firms

TuESDAy, MAy 21
Morning of  Mindfulness 
Around the World in 30 Minutes

• EMEA
• Asia-Pacific
• Americas
• World

Practice Group Updates
• Future Leaders
• SALT

The High Growth Manifesto:
How to Outsmart Your Competition

Blockchain City
Technology Trends in Growing Dynamic

Accounting Firms: A Shift in Mindset is   
Underway

How to Hire for the Firm of  the Future
Best Practices: Securing Your Data
Closing Remarks and Alexa Drawing

2019 AMERICAS
REGIONAL

MEETING AGENDA
Pan Pacific Hotel

Vancouver, BC, Canada
May 18-21, 2019

2019 EMEA
REGIONAL

MEETING AGENDA
Ipanema Park Hotel

Porto, Portugal
June 1-3, 2019

SATuRDAy, JuNE 1
Opening Remarks
New Member Introductions
Scholarship Award
Annual General Meeting
Formal Welcome to Porto
Economic Update and Invest in Portugal
BKR Roundtable
Future Leaders
Breakout Sessions 

• Technology, Robots, and the Trusted 
Advisor’s Role

• LinkedIn – The Way Ahead?
• Entrepreneur, What Is the Origin of  Your 

(Long-Term) Profitability?

MONDAy, JuNE 3
Welcome
Tax Update
Key Note: The Future and Trends for Auditing 

and Reporting
Next EMEA Regional Meeting: Cape Town
Next Annual Worldwide Meeting: Los Angeles
Closing Remarks

       We have an exciting line-up of  presenta-
tions and meetings that will support peer net-
working and ideas for practice management,
as well as resources for R&D, cybersecurity,
partner compensation, technology, and mar-
keting. BKR will also present results of  the
2019 Americas Region Member Firm Analysis. 
       As a final note, did you know that BKR
now has an IFRS-ISAS Latin America Practice
Group? Its mission is to support activities of
BKR member firms in Latin America related to
the process of  convergence and adoption of
international standards of  accounting, finan-
cial information, and assurance. You can find
more information under the Member Services
link on the BKR website.  
       If  you have questions or concerns, don’t
hesitate to reach
out to me or the
staff  and board
members of  your
region. We are
here for you.

LETTER
FROM 
THE

CHAIR
(Continued)

Health and Prosperity,

Manuel Rangel, Jr.

Continued from page 1

BKR International has once again placed
sixth in the International Accounting Bulletin's
(IAB) 2019 World Survey for global associa-
tions, with more than $1.4 billion in annual
fees, up from last year. For more details, visit
https://accounting.nridigital.com.

BKR RANKS
SIXTH IN

IAB WORLD
SURVEY

REMINDER!
Submissions for the May/June

2019 issue of the BKR
International Worldwide Bulletin
are due by Wednesday, April 3,

2019.

https://accounting.nridigital.com


Bermuda is attractive as an international
finance jurisdiction, because it seeks to strike
the right balance between maintaining an
effective regulatory framework that meets rel-
evant international standards, while fostering
an environment that remains attractive to busi-
ness, and enables them to grow and develop
successfully. Bermuda is one of  three leading
reinsurance centers in the world and is com-
monly referred to as the “world’s risk capital.”
It is the leading jurisdiction for captive insur-
ance, alternative risk transfer, and insurance-
linked securities. 

Why Bermuda?
• Blue-chip reputation
• Political stability
• Modern legislation
• Tax neutral 
• Concentration of  intellectual capital
• World-class infrastructure
• High standard of  living
• Accessibility 

Firm Principals
James Watlington is a senior member of

the Bermuda Bar, having been called to the
Bar of  England and Wales in 1975 and
Bermuda in 1976.  He is a notary public, and
a charter member of  the Society of  Trust and
Estate Practitioners. Most of  James’ career
has been in the legal and financial services
sectors in Bermuda and in Asia, where he
founded and headed the Hong Kong office of
The Bank of  N. T. Butterfield & Son Ltd.  Prior
to founding Alexanders, he was legal advisor
and head of  the Corporate and Legal Services
Department of  Deloitte Bermuda. He has
extensive experience in corporate and trust
law, mergers and acquisitions, corporate
finance, and shipping matters.  

Belaid Jheengoor has more than 20
years of  professional services experience. He
has spent most of  his professional life in
London and Bermuda working for major inter-

national accounting firms. Belaid holds a BSc
First Class Honors Business Studies degree
from CASS Business School, London. He is a
fellow of  the Institute of  Char tered
Accountants in England and Wales (FCA) and a
member of  CPA Bermuda. Belaid has extensive
accounting, audit, and advisory experience in
the financial services industry, including asset
management and private equity.

Firm Services
Accounting Services: The firm offers a

bespoke suite of  accounting solutions, includ-
ing bookkeeping, management accounts,
financial statements preparation, audit facilita-
tion, outsourced controller, and CFO.

Outsourced CFO: With the outsourced CFO
service, the firm’s clients take advantage of  a
commercially astute professional fulfilling the
role of  a CFO without adding to the employee
count and resource costs. The firm focuses on
the following client base: private fund, family
office, international company, and start-ups.

Regulatory Services: The firm offers reg-
ulatory application and compliance services. It
assists clients to obtain regulatory licenses
from the Bermuda Monetary Authority –
investment business, fund, insurance, trust,
corporate services, and digital asset business.
It offers regulatory compliance services, such
as anti-money laundering reviews and trust
company internal control reviews.

Private Investment Fund and Investment
Vehicle: Launching a private investment fund
or setting up an investment vehicle can be
complex, with many unfamiliar challenges for
the sponsors. The firm specializes in the
wealth and asset management sector, and has
in-depth experience in private equity and ven-
ture capital structures. It offers the following
services: formation and structuring, advise on
operational set-up, fund accounting and
reporting, outsourced CFO, and on-call adviso-
ry. Its clients include emerging and middle-
market fund managers, family office, and pri-
vate clients.

Bermuda Inward Investments and Start-
ups: The firm is in the business of  attracting
businesses to Bermuda. It rolls out the red
carpet for investors and entrepreneurs coming
into Bermuda, offering business advice and
services supporting inward investments and
start-ups.

Bermuda Structures for Private Clients,
Investments, Corporate, Commercial, and
Philanthropy: AML as a licensed corporate
service provider specializes in the creation and
administration of  Bermuda structures, utilizing
companies, trusts, and other vehicles for cor-
porate and commercial purposes, as well as
for private and philanthropic wealth manage-
ment. AML offers aircraft and ship/yacht regis-
tration services.

Bermuda Stock Exchange Listing
Services: ASL specializes in the listing of
investment funds, international companies,
mezzanine market, and debt securities.

Firm Contacts
James Watlington and Belaid Jheengoor
Belvedere Building, Ground Floor
69 Pitts Bay Road
Pembroke HM08, Bermuda 
Tel: (441) 824 11 22
Cell: (441) 505 65 92
Email: jafw@alexanders.bm

bj@alexanderadvisory.bm
Website: http://www.alexanderadvisory.bm

http://www.alexanders.bm
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MEMBER FIRM PROFILE:
ALEXANDER ADVISORY LIMITED (PEMBROKE)

(Continued)

Continued from page 1

SIGN UP FOR BKR’S
E-UPDATE LISTS

BKR sends a brief  update to all
firms in the US and Canada each
week, and to the rest of  the world
each month, outlining services,

benefits, meetings, and telemeet-
ings. To receive either of  these

updates, log in to Member
Services, click on Edit User Profile,

and select either “E-Update” or
“Worldwide E-Update.”

mailto:jafw@alexanders.bm
mailto:bj@alexanderadvisory.bm
http://www.alexanderadvisory.bm
http://www.alexanders.bm


4

BKR MEMBERS 
CONTINUE STAFF

EXCHANGE PROGRAM
In November, Santivañez Guarniz y

Asociados Sociedad Civil
(Lima) received Auditor
Rainier Tapia from
Ossandón Auditores
Consultores (Santiago) in
their offices. 

This visit was made as
part of  an exchange of  workers
and was complemented by a
visit from Par tner Miguel
Ossandón. Miguel and
Partner  Juan Santiváñez
met to analyze the economic
situation in both countries, the
possibilities of  doing business
together, and to discuss techni-

cal issues. The exchange was a great success.

Rainier Tapia, Miguel Ossandón, and Juan
Santiváñez

BV Capital Advisors (BVCA), a subsidiary
of  BKR Member Firm Briggs & Veselka
Co. (Houston), is pleased to provide an
overview of  our most recent activity, and we
are really excited about 2019. We want to take
advantage of  the continuing strong acquisition
market with extraordinary levels of  available
capital, which for quality companies represents
an opportunity to exit at near the highest val-
uation ranges present in the last 15 years.

1. January 15, 2019: A recapitalization
for a local plastics distributor. BVCA represent-
ed the sellers in the transaction, and facilitated
a sale of  the company to a diversified plastics
packaging and commercial products company,
which expanded their existing gulf  coast foot-
print into Texas. 

2. October 12, 2018: Sale of  select key
assets for a building materials company. BVCA
advised the seller in a strategic transaction
with a large regional building materials compa-

ny.
3. October 11, 2018: An advisory

engagement where BVCA advised an interna-
tional telecom company on the negotiation and
purchase of  a UK-based telecom company.

4. September 1, 2018: A recapitaliza-
tion for a local lumber products manufacturing
company. BVCA represented the shareholders
in the transaction, and introduced an experi-
enced private equity firm to invest and develop
strategies to grow the business.

5. April 13, 2018: A stock transaction
for a second generation commercial products
distributor. BVCA advised the seller on a trans-
action with an international commercial equip-
ment company.

Current initiatives include representative
engagements in the power, petrochemical,
construction, healthcare, food and beverage,
and consumer goods sectors.

BVCA specializes in sell side, buy side,

and recapitalization advisory services for com-
panies with earnings in excess of  $1.5M and
estimated enterprise value exceeding $10M. 

If  you have any clients seeking these
types of  transactions, please contact us for
additional information:

Sid Shaver
Senior Managing Director
sshaver@bvcapitaladvisors.com
1-713-353-1924 

Walker French
Assistant Director
wfrench@bvcapitaladvisors.com
1-713-353-1949

BV CAPITAL ADVISORS BUSY IN 2018,
LOOKING TO DO EVEN MORE IN 2019

by Sid Shaver (Houston)

INSIDE Public Accounting (IPA) has fea-
tured an ar ticle by  Americas Regional
Executive Director Aiysha (AJ) Johnson,
entitled, "BKR Survey: Five Types of  Flexibility
Young Professionals Desire," available
at http://blog.insidepublicaccounting.com/201
9/01/bkr-sur vey-five-types-of-flexibility-
young-professionals-desire.

IPA also featured AJ in the article, "New
BKR Leader Aims to Make Association
Membership Even More Attractive in an Age of
Change," in its February 2019 issue. Visit
http://insidepublicaccounting.com for more
details.

BKR IN
THE

PRESS

BKR's Practice Groups
and Committees:

For more information, including
meeting summaries, supporting doc-

uments, and contact information,
visit www.BKR.com > Member

Services > Practice
Groups/Committees.

mailto:sshaver@bvcapitaladvisors.com
mailto:wfrench@bvcapitaladvisors.com
http://blog.insidepublicaccounting.com/2019/01/bkr-survey-five-types-of-flexibility-young-professionals-desire
http://blog.insidepublicaccounting.com/2019/01/bkr-survey-five-types-of-flexibility-young-professionals-desire
http://blog.insidepublicaccounting.com/2019/01/bkr-survey-five-types-of-flexibility-young-professionals-desire
http://insidepublicaccounting.com
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Phone: 52 55 52 43 17 93
52 55 56 74 56 46 
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E-mail: mrangel@bkrrangel.com 

WORLDWIDE CEO
Howard M. Rosen
Phone: 1-314-239-2982
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AMERICAS REGION
Aiysha (AJ) Johnson, Executive Director
BKR International Executive Office
19 Fulton Street, Suite 401
New York, New York 10038
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Phone: 1-212-964-2115
Fax: 1-212-964-2133
E-mail: bkr@bkr.com

Karen Brenneman, Chair
Hall, Kistler & Company LLP (Canton)
E-mail: karenb@hallkistler.com 

ASIA-PACIFIC REGION
Salvio Valenzuela, Jr., Executive Director 
Alas, Oplas & Co., CPAs
25/F Philippine AXA Life Centre 
1286 Senator Gil Puyat Avenue 
Makati City, Metro Manila 1200 
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63 2 759 5090 
Fax: 63 2 887 6180 
E-mail: salvio.valenzuela@bkrasiapac.com

Marycris Oplas, Chair
Alas, Oplas & Co., CPAs (Manila)
E-mail: marycrisoplas@alasoplascpas.com

EMEA REGION
Tim Morris, Executive Director
Blick Rothenberg LLP 
16 Great Queen Street
Covent Garden
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Phone: 44 20 7544 4840 
Fax: 44 20 7935 6852
E-mail: tim.morris@bkremea.com

Ulrich Viefers, Chair
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E-mail: uviefers@wws-mg.de  

NEWSLETTER STAFF
Editor: Jeremy Jarrell
Contributing Editor: Belinda Rivera

Assurance Services 
Chair – Sara Kelley (San Francisco)
      The Assurance Services Practice Group
held a telemeeting on February 12. Topics
included revenue recognition and firm develop-
ments. 

Canadian Managing Partners 
Chair – Kelly Lohn (Vancouver)
      The Canadian Managing Partners Practice
Group held their inaugural telemeeting on
February 7. Topics included BKR’s 2019
Americas Regional Meeting, prospective
Canadian firms, the practice group chair posi-
tion, a BKR Canadian Tax Letter, firm develop-
ments, a mission statement for the practice
group, and par tnerships between BKR
Canadian firms and Intuit and CCH. The group
will meet in person on May 20 in conjunction
with BKR’s 2019 Americas Regional Meeting in
Vancouver.

Human Resources
Chair – Sarah Wonnell (Chicago) 
      The Human Resources Practice Group
held a telemeeting on January 15. Guest
Speaker Laura B. Friedel discussed "Key
Employment Law Issues for Accounting Firms
for 2019.”  The next practice group telemeet-
ing will be held on March 18.

Litigation Support/Forensic
Accounting
Chair – Rubik yeriazarian (Houston)
      The Litigation Suppor t/Forensic
Accounting Practice Group held a telemeeting
on February 25, featuring Sophie Shin from
Ocrolus.  Sophie demonstrated the capabilities
of  PerfectAudit, a tool that can be used to
change PDF bank and credit card statements
into an Excel format. The group’s next tele-
meeting will be held on May 29.

Marketing and Business
Development
Chairs – Annette Esposito (Long
Island) and Beth Rizkal (Dallas)
       The Marketing and Business Development

Practice Group held a teleseminar on February
5. Bill Penczak (Houston) led a session,
entitled, “How to Create an Industry Go to
Market Approach,” which focused on best
practices for developing industry specialization
in a firm. The next telemeeting will be held in
the fall.

Retirement Plan Auditors
Chair – Mindy Heck (Louisville)
      The Retirement Plan Auditors Practice
Group held a telemeeting on February 11.
Participants discussed recent industry devel-
opments and scheduled a dinner meeting on
May 7 during the upcoming AICPA Employee
Benefits Plan Conference in New Orleans. BKR
members will save 17% on their registration
fee for the conference by using the discount
code, “BKR.”

Tax (Canadian)
Chair – Michael Fitton (Vancouver)
       The Canadian Tax Practice Group held a
telemeeting on February 13. Participants dis-
cussed TOSI, the preferred beneficiary elec-
tion, and reasonable return considerations;
firms’ systems for handling T1 preparations;
and CRA foreign tax credit auditing. The group
will meet in person on May 20 in conjunction
with BKR’s 2019 Americas Regional Meeting in
Vancouver.

Tax (SALT)
Chair – John Cooney (Houston)
       The State and Local Tax (SALT) Practice
Group  held a telemeeting on February 11.
Audit Senior Manager Kim Huynh (Houston)
and SALT Chair John Cooney presented on
“Financial Audit Risk Associated with Non-
Income Based Taxes.” In a climate where
states are ramping up their Nexus standards,
and increasing audit and enforcement activity,
the presenters discussed what CPAs need to
consider when advising clients of  potential lia-
bilities from sales tax and other non-income-
based taxes. A SALT update will also be provid-
ed at the Americas Regional Meeting in
Vancouver in May.

NICHE NEWS
All Firms Should Have Several Partners Participating in BKR’s Practice Groups!
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Ahmedabad, India 
K. C. Mehta & Co. Chartered

Accountants has been recognized as one
of  the leading tax firms in India for 2019 by
International Tax Review. International Tax
Review is considered to be a comprehensive
guide to the world’s leading tax firms, includ-
ing advisory practices, law, and accountancy
firms.  K. C. Mehta & Co. has been selected as
a leading tax firm in India since 2014, and has
been recognized as such for the sixth year in a
row in 2019.

The Indian Finance Minister has present-
ed an Interim Budget for the Financial Year
2019-20 before the Indian Parliament. K. C.
Mehta & Co. Chartered Accountants produced
a memo on the changes proposed, available
at  https://bkr.com/cmsAdmin/uploads/india-
budget-2019.pdf.

CA Vishal Doshi, partner, has been
elected as a member of
the Western India
Regional Council (WIRC)
of  the Institute of
Chartered Accountants of
India (ICAI), the govern-
ing and regulating body
for char tered account-
ants in India. Vishal's tenure will be for three
years (2019-2022).

Chambersburg, Pennsylvania,
uSA 

Rotz & Stonesifer, PC is pleased to
announce that Tyler Schnetzka has joined
the firm. Tyler has more
than five years of  experi-
ence in public accounting,
as well as two years of
experience as the con-
troller of  a private com-
pany.  Tyler specializes in
tax preparation services
for individuals, partner-
ships, not-for-profits, and corporations.

The firm is pleased to announce that
Danielle Hartz has been promoted to Senior
Associate. Danielle works closely with govern-
mental and non-profit entities. Danielle joined

the firm in 2016. She pre-
pares personal and part-
nership tax returns, and
is a vital part of  auditing
for the firm.

J e n n i f e r
Connolly was awarded
the Impact Award at the
2018 1st Global National Conference that took
place from November 11-13 at the Omni
Louisville. Securities are
offered through 1st
Global Capital Corp., which
is a member of  FINRA and
SIPC and is headquar-
tered at 12750 Merit Dr.,
Ste. 1200 in Dallas,
Texas, 214-294-5000.
Investment advisory serv-
ices are offered through 1st Global Advisors,
Inc. Additional information about 1st Global is
available at http://www.1stGlobal.com.

Chicago, Illinois, uSA 
Ostrow Reisin Berk & Abrams,

Ltd. Certified Public Accountants
(ORBA) has been ranked as one of  the largest
accounting firms in Chicago, according to an
annual survey published by Crain’s Chicago
Business. This year, ORBA ranks as the 18th
largest accounting firm with 147 professional
staff  members. The Largest Accounting Firms
survey is calculated based on an annual analy-
sis of  the size of  local professional staff  as of
June 30. 

ORBA is pleased to announce the opening
of  its new wealth advisory subsidiary, ORBA
Wealth Advisors, LLC, an Independent
Registered Investment Advisor (RIA). 

James Petitpren, II, executive private
wealth advisor and chief  investment officer,
leads the wealth advisory team in developing,
coordinating, and providing resources to
clients to meet their financial planning goals.  

Luke Schillo, director of  planning and
portfolios, coordinates detailed portfolio level
analysis, prepares asset allocations, and
assists in the preparation of  financial plans for
his clients. 

Alexandra Coquoz, private wealth
analyst, is responsible for managing the firm’s
relationships with all of  its clients, as well as
implementing strategic initiatives to ensure
steady, continuous process improvement.

Frank Washelesky, CPA, JD, CVA, PFS,
the firm’s chief  compliance officer, is a CPA with
a Personal Financial Specialist designation and
an attorney with more than 30 years of  expe-
rience representing closely held businesses,
their owners, and executives. 

Steve Lewis has been an investment
advisor representative since 1988. Steve spe-
cializes in serving high income and high-net-
worth individuals, including physicians, attor-
neys, professional athletes, consultants and
other entrepreneurs. 

James Pellino, CPA, brings more than
10 years of  financial expertise to ORBA Wealth
Advisors. Jim possesses a diverse skillset,
including a deep knowledge of  accounting,
employee benefit plans, entity formation and
structuring, and investment advisory.  

Frankfurt, Germany 
On October 1, Schiff-Martini & Cie.

(SMC) moved into its newly constructed office
building, “Lindbergh Parkside Office,” in
Gateway Gardens, located at Frankfurt Airport,
to accommodate and facilitate the company’s
steady growth. In this new location, SMC will be
best equipped to implement its international
“inbound business concept," which provides
international companies with a full range of
services for establishing and maintaining their
German subsidiaries at a convenient one-stop
location.

MEMBER NEWS AND NOTES

Continued on page 7

Frank Washelesky, Luke Schillo,
James Pellino, Alexandra Coquoz,

James Petitpren, II, and Steve Lewis

Vishal Doshi

Tyler
Schnetzka

Danielle Hartz

Jennifer
Connolly

https://bkr.com/cmsAdmin/uploads/india-budget-2019.pdf
https://bkr.com/cmsAdmin/uploads/india-budget-2019.pdf
http://www.1stGlobal.com
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The firm has announced the recent addi-
tion of  Peter Zimmermann to senior man-
agement as a newly
appointed par tner and
managing director of  the
company. Peter is a tax
advisor and head of  the
Tax Advisory Services
team. He has been with
Schiff-Mar tini since the
beginning of  2017. 

Houston, Texas, uSA 
Briggs & Veselka Co. and Glass &

Company, a top CPA firm in Austin, have
announced their merger. 

Glass & Company Partners Hal Miller
and Larry Dodson will become sharehold-
ers of  Briggs & Veselka, and it is expected that
all employees will be part
of  the merged group. 

Briggs & Veselka
announced that Adam
Dimmick, audit share-
holder in the Houston
office, has been named
chair of  the firm’s Audit
Depar tment effective
January 1.  

Meresa Morgan, who had served as
department chair since 2010, will continue to
lead the firm’s Employee Benefit Plan Practice,
in addition to serving her long-time clients. 

Adam started with the firm 13 years ago
as a staff  associate after moving from
Southern California, and was promoted to
shareholder in 2015. 

Islamabad, Pakistan
Ali Latif, of  Muniff Ziauddin & Co.

Chartered Accountants, has been elected
president of  the Pakistan Institute of  Public
Finance Accountants (PIPFA). The  Pakistan
Observer has featured the election
at  https://pakobserver.net/ali-latif-elected-
new-president-pipfa.

London, united Kingdom 
Blick Rothenberg has recently pub-

lished a briefing providing an update on the
current position around the withdrawal agree-
ment and some simple steps businesses trad-
ing with the UK can take to prepare for Brexit.
Visit  https://www.blickrothenberg.com/get-
m e d i a / 5 3 a 0 3 a 3 c - 0 4 6 c - 4 6 f d - 8 0 f 4 -
22d6328c290a/Brexit-withdrawal-agree-
ment.pdf.aspx?ext=.pdf for a copy. 

Further updates will be provided on the
Brexit area of  the Blick Rothenberg website at
https://www.blickrothenberg.com/Insights/Brex
it. Please contact Alex Altmann
at  alexander.altmann@blickrothenberg.com if
you wish to discuss any of
the issues raised any fur-
ther. 

Alex also presented
at a Brexit workshop for
the Federation of  the
Bavarian Industry in
Munich on February
6.  The UK is Bavaria’s fourth biggest export
market globally. 

Westleton Drake, Blick Rothenberg’s team
of  US/UK tax specialists, has published the lat-
est edition of  their newsletter, Reflections,
available at  https://www.paper turn-
view.com/uk/westleton-drake/reflections-6-
november-2018?pid=Mzk39068&v=1.1 or
contact Daniel Hyde at daniel.hyde@westle-
tondrake.com for further details.

Long Island, New york, uSA 
It is with mixed emotions that Albrecht,

Viggiano, Zureck & Co., P.C. (AVZ) must
say goodbye to another valued member of  its
family. On December 31, Thomas Murray

retired after 42 years of
loyal service. For 15
years, Tom led AVZ as
managing partner. Always
reliable and a team play-
er, there was never a
moment of  doubt when
Tom was in charge. His
vast experience made him an expert in his field
and someone who always seemed to have the
answers when presented with a challenge. The
firm would like to thank Tom for all of  his  con-
tributions in helping to shape AVZ.

Los Angeles, California, uSA 
Gumbiner Savett Inc. is proud to

announce that its shareholder, Pradeep
Budhiraja, CPA, has been appointed by the
California Board of  Accountancy (CBA) to
serve on one of  its three
advisory committees.

As a member of  the
Qualifications Committee,
Pradeep will serve a two-
year term. The committee
assists the CBA in its
licensure activities by
reviewing the experience
of  applicants for licensure and making recom-
mendations. As an audit and accounting share-
holder at Gumbiner Savett Inc., Pradeep leads
the public company practice and is the Quality
Control Officer for the firm. 

Michael Savoy, whose term as presi-
dent of  the CBA ended in November 2018, has
been reappointed by Governor Jerry Brown for
another four-year term as a member of  the
board. Michael has served on the board of  the
CBA since 2010.

Read the full release
at  https://www.prweb.com/releases/gumbin-
er_savett_inc_s_pradeep_budhiraja_elect-
ed_to_the_california_board_of_accountan-
cys_qualifications_committee_qc/prweb1600
0527.htm.

Gumbiner Savett Inc. is pleased to
announce that Karla Chavez Luna, CPA,
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MST, was named to the
shareholder group of  the
firm effective January 1.
Karla began her career
with Gumbiner Savett
immediately after gradu-
ating from UCLA, joining
as a staff  accountant and
earning promotions and
leadership roles. She is the first Latina to
become a shareholder at the firm, and special-
izes in tax planning and compliance for high
net worth individuals and their multi-genera-
tional families. 

Louisville, Kentucky, uSA
Deming, Malone, Livesay &

Ostroff, PSC has announced that Kellie
Campbell has been promoted to chief  oper-
ating officer. As COO, Kellie oversees the daily
administration and operation of  the firm, work-
ing closely with the president and leadership
team in setting and implementing firm policies
and direction.

Ben Benedict has been promoted to IT
director. Ben began an accounting career with
a small tax firm, providing tax, bookkeeping,
and IT services. As IT director, Ben is respon-
sible for the installation, management, and
support of  the firm’s IT systems.

New managers include  Renee
Gehring, Peggy Athanasakes, and
Keith Von Handorf.

New supervisors include  Charlene
Chessler, Melissa Bragg, and Amelia
Higdon.

New senior accountants include Megan
Weaver, Krissy Moore, Nate Littles,
Seth Gamble, and Scott Gagel.

Director  Becky Hughes was selected
as one of  Louisville Business First’s 20 People
to Know in Accounting.

Christine Koenig, Meredith
Hughes, and Delene Taylor attended the
Digital CPA Conference.

DMLO CPAs was honored for the fourth
consecutive year by American City Business
Journals as one of  the top 10 most generous

companies in the Louisville area ($10 million -
$50 million category). The firm ranked #1 in
volunteer hours, with more than 6,300 con-
tributed in one year.

Firm leaders committed to a three-year
partnership with  Canopy, a nonprofit startup
with a mission of  making Kentucky the most
attractive place in the country for impact driven
entrepreneurs through education, certifica-
tion, and advocacy. DMLO will provide support
to for-profit, Canopy-certified companies.

Manila, Philippines 
Alas, Oplas & Co., CPAs was fea-

tured in the December 28 edition of  The
Manila Times.   Read the ar ticle in full
at  https://www.manilatimes.net/count-on-
him/488588.

Mt. Arlington, New Jersey, uSA 
On December 7, Nisivoccia LLP

employees who wore jeans to work donated
money to St. Huber t’s Animal Welfare
Center.  This month’s charity was selected as a
tribute to Joe Mercurio, an employee who
worked at Nisivoccia LLP for 50 years and
passed away in 2016. 

On December 6, Nick Sarinelli, CPA,
partner, was honored at
the Metropolitan
Builders & Contractors
Association of  New
Jersey’s (METRO)
Holiday Par ty &
Installation of  2019
Officers. Nick was named
METRO’s 2018
Associate of  the Year.
Nick has been a member
of  METRO for five years and is an active writer
for their online magazine, OnSite.

On November 29, Nisivoccia LLP hosted
its annual Not-for-Profit Seminar at Meadow
Wood Manor in Randolph, New Jersey. The pro-
gram featured several presentations, including
“Retirement Plans, Donor-Advised Funds, and
More” by Damien Paumi, wealth manage-
ment advisor of  Nisivoccia Wealth Advisors
LLC, and “An Overview of  the Tax Cuts & Jobs

Act of  2017” by Harlene Stevens, CPA, of
Nisivoccia LLP. The program ended with a
“Share the Knowledge” Leadership Panel.

On December 5, Bud Jones, CPA, part-
ner, and Valerie Dolan, CPA, partner, hosted
the second annual Nisivoccia LLP Newly
Elected Officials Seminar and Dinner at La
Strada Ristorante in Randolph.

On December 12, the women of  Nisivoccia
LLP hosted the biannual Connecting
Women2Women Networking Cocktail Reception
at TOWN Bar + Kitchen in Morristown.

On December 14, Bud Jones hosted a
Certified Municipal Finance Officer Roundtable
at The Knoll Country Club. 

New york, New york, uSA 
Anchin, Block & Anchin LLP is

pleased to announce the promotions to part-
ner of  Michael Greenfield, CPA, Zurab
Moshashvili, CPA, and Daniel Shea, CPA,
as of October 1. 

In addition to the new partners, Michael
Brennan, CPA, and  Paul Gregory have
been promoted to director. 

Also, Anchin has made the following key
additions to its team: Keith Peterka, CPA
(par tner); Olamide
(Lami) Ajibesin, CPA,
MBA (managing director
of  Anchin's Transaction
Advisory Services prac-
tice); Tom Brignati,
CPA (director); and Lisa
Tomlinson, MBA  (mar-
keting director).        

Read the full release at  https://sites-
anchin.vuturevx.com/84/986/december-

The Leadership Panel at Nisivoccia’s
annual Not-for-Profit Seminar

Nick Sarinelli

Olamide (Lami)
Ajibesin

Karla Chavez
Luna
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2018/anchin-admits-four-to-the-partnership--
promotes-two-to-director-and-makes-other-
key-additions-to-the-firm.asp?sid=ea5b3276-
2c6c-4e87-97d4-dcb04a0b8ed1.

"Save Money While Fighting Cyberattacks,"
by  yair Holtzman, Melissa Cohen, and
Alex Okin, appeared in the Bloomberg Daily
Tax Repor t on December 12
at https://www.anchin.com/whitepapers/insight
-save-money-while-fighting-cyberattacks.

"A Tactical Approach to R&D Tax Credits
for Defense Contractors," by  Yair Holtzman,
Sharlene Sylvia, and Michael
Ganz,  appeared in the  Bloomberg Tax
Management Memorandum on November 12
at  https://www.anchin.com/whitepapers/a-
tactical-approach-to-rd-tax-credits-for-
defense-contractors.

The article, "2017 Tax Law Changes
Increases Value of  R&D Tax Credit," by Yair
Holtzman and Sharlene Sylvia, was published
in Bloomberg Tax
at  https://news.bloombergtax.com/daily-tax-
report/insight-2017-tax-law-changes-increas-
es-value-of-r-d-tax-credit.

Paris, France
      Taking the opportunity of  the annual

update of  the Finance Law in France,
Exponens Conseil & Expertise organ-
ized, during the last week of  January, four ses-
sions to explain to their clients how they could
take advantage of  the last measures to opti-
mize their taxation. Sylvia Leca, Thierry
Legrand, Antoine Renaud, Célia
Martins, Stéphane Medic, Patricia
Pierre, and Nicolas yakoubowitch, all

Exponens’ Partners, were the leaders of  these
convivial sessions.
      The withholding at source of  income tax

went into effect on January 1. There was a lot
of  media coverage on this reform, and
Exponens took part in it with Patricia Pierre,
partner and manager of  the Payroll and HR
Management Department. She took part in an
article in French magazine, I comme Info, and
appeared on TV78, a local TV channel, on
January 30.

      Thierry Legrand also took part in the cov-
erage of  the reform on February 6 on idFM, a
local radio station, where he talked about the
Exponens group, France Finance Law for
2019, and the star t-up industry with
Exponens’ new offer, called Initium.

Portland, Oregon, uSA
Katie Eyre was recently elected the

newest board member of
Cascade Policy Institute, a
nonprofit, nonpar tisan
public policy research
and educational organi-
zation based in Portland.
Katie is a tax partner at
Fordham & Co. and is

a former Oregon state legislator. Katie joined
the firm in 1998, and assists business and
individual clients with complex tax and compli-
ance issues.

Warwick, Rhode Island, uSA
Bill Pirolli, from

DiSanto, Priest & Co.
is scheduled to speak
at  AICPA ENGAGE 2019,
which will be held in Las
Vegas from June 9-13.
Read more
at  https://www.aicpaen-
gage.com/speakers.

The firm is also pleased to announce the
promotion of  Heather Prew to partner,
effective January 1. Heather began her career
with the firm in December 1997 and was most
recently a principal in the
Middle Market
Depar tment. She has
more than 21 years of
experience in public
accounting, and her prac-
tice concentration
includes tax planning and
compliance, financial reporting, and consulting
services for privately held businesses and indi-
viduals. 

Washington, DC, uSA
Snyder Cohn has announced that

Keith Jennings, CPA, became a principal of
the firm. Keith has been a valued member of
the Snyder Cohn family since he joined the firm
in 2003.  His extensive experience includes
financial statement and
tax return preparation, as
well as consulting and
planning services for
entrepreneurial small
businesses and not for
profit organizations. Keith
has provided services to
both local and national charitable, religious,
voluntary health, and welfare organizations, as
well as numerous trade associations and social
welfare organizations.Exponens’ client sessions

Thierry Legrand (center) on radio 
station idFM

Patricia Pierre on TV78

Bill Pirolli

Katie Eyre

Heather Prew

Keith Jennings

Continued from page 8

MEMBER NEWS AND NOTES
(Continued)

9

https://sites-anchin.vuturevx.com/84/986/december-2018/anchin-admits-four-to-the-partnership--promotes-two-to-director-and-makes-other-key-additions-to-the-firm.asp?sid=ea5b3276-2c6c-4e87-97d4-dcb04a0b8ed1
https://sites-anchin.vuturevx.com/84/986/december-2018/anchin-admits-four-to-the-partnership--promotes-two-to-director-and-makes-other-key-additions-to-the-firm.asp?sid=ea5b3276-2c6c-4e87-97d4-dcb04a0b8ed1
https://sites-anchin.vuturevx.com/84/986/december-2018/anchin-admits-four-to-the-partnership--promotes-two-to-director-and-makes-other-key-additions-to-the-firm.asp?sid=ea5b3276-2c6c-4e87-97d4-dcb04a0b8ed1
https://sites-anchin.vuturevx.com/84/986/december-2018/anchin-admits-four-to-the-partnership--promotes-two-to-director-and-makes-other-key-additions-to-the-firm.asp?sid=ea5b3276-2c6c-4e87-97d4-dcb04a0b8ed1
https://www.anchin.com/whitepapers/insight-save-money-while-fighting-cyberattacks
https://www.anchin.com/whitepapers/insight-save-money-while-fighting-cyberattacks
https://www.anchin.com/whitepapers/a-tactical-approach-to-rd-tax-credits-for-defense-contractors
https://www.anchin.com/whitepapers/a-tactical-approach-to-rd-tax-credits-for-defense-contractors
https://www.anchin.com/whitepapers/a-tactical-approach-to-rd-tax-credits-for-defense-contractors
https://news.bloombergtax.com/daily-tax-report/insight-2017-tax-law-changes-increases-value-of-r-d-tax-credit
https://news.bloombergtax.com/daily-tax-report/insight-2017-tax-law-changes-increases-value-of-r-d-tax-credit
https://news.bloombergtax.com/daily-tax-report/insight-2017-tax-law-changes-increases-value-of-r-d-tax-credit
https://www.aicpaengage.com/speakers
https://www.aicpaengage.com/speakers


2019
MEETING/TELEMEETING SCHEDULE

March 18                 Medical Practices and Health Care Practice Group Teleseminar*

March 19                 Human Resources Practice Group Telemeeting*

March 25                 Business Valuation Practice Group Telemeeting*

April 23                   Firm Administrators Practice Group Telemeeting*

May 1-3                   Leadership Institute - Session 4
                        Roosevelt Hotel 
                        New york, New york, uSA

May 2                      International Tax Committee Telemeeting (Americas Region)*

May 7                      Retirement Plan Auditors Practice Group Dinner Meeting
                        To be held in conjunction with the AICPA Employee Benefit Plans Conference 
                        New Orleans Marriott
                        New Orleans, Louisiana, uSA

May 18-21               AMERICAS REGIONAL MEETING
                        Pan Pacific Hotel
                        Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada

May 29                    Litigation Support/Forensic Accounting Practice Group Telemeeting*

June 1-3                  EMEA REGIONAL MEETING
                        Ipanema Park Hotel
                        Porto, Portugal

June 3                     Real Estate and Construction Practice Group Telemeeting*

June 5                     Affordable Housing Practice Group Telemeeting*

June 11                   BKR ProfitCents Overview*

June 19                   Future Leaders Practice Group Telemeeting*

June 20                   Marketing and Business Development Practice Group Telemeeting*

August 19-21          Leadership Institute - Session 1 
                        Embassy Suites Downtown
                        St. Louis, Missouri, uSA

October 25-29        ANNuAL WORLDWIDE MEETING
                        Loews Hollywood Hotel
                        Los Angeles, California, uSA

November 8            uS Tax Practice Group Meeting
                        Chicago O'Hare Hilton
                        Chicago, Illinois, uSA

November 8-10       Leadership Institute - Session 2
                        Embassy Suites Downtown
                        Chicago, Illinois, uSA

December 8-9         Managing Partners Roundtable Meeting 
                        Las Vegas, Nevada, uSA

* Held at 2:00 p.m. Eastern Time except where noted.
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